Minutes – Shields Township Board of Trustees



STATE OF ILLINOIS
)
Lake County,
)
SS.




Town of Shields
)




   






THE TOWN BOARD OF SHIELDS TOWNSHIP met at the Shields Township Office on   August 21, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. for a Public Hearing concerning amendments to the Town Fund and Road and Road District Budgets for Fiscal Year 2008-2009 that began on March 1, 2008.

PRESENT:   Charles Fitzgerald





 
    Supervisor



                      Larry Wick






  Deputy Town Clerk



                      Yvonne Senter-Evans





Town Trustee


                      Peter Sexton






Town Trustee


                      Mona E. Strenger                                                             

Town Trustee


                      Ben Wagner






Town Trustee

Highway Commissioner, Bill Goodman, was also present.

1. 
Meeting Called to Order

Supervisor Fitzgerald called the meeting to order at 6: 05 p.m. 
2.
Pledge of Allegiance



Supervisor Fitzgerald opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
Appointment of Larry Wick as the Deputy Town Clerk for the August 21, 2008 Special Town Board meeting and Public Hearing on Proposed Amendments to the Town Fund and Road and Bridge Fund Budgets
Pursuant to Illinois Township Code (60 ILCS 1/75-45), Larry Wick was appointed Deputy Clerk for this special meeting of the Shields Township Board of Trustees and public hearing by unanimous voice vote on a motion by Supervisor Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Wagner.

4.
Public Comments - None

5.
Consideration and Adoption of the Amended Road and Bridge Fund Budget for Fiscal Year 2008-2009
Supervisor Fitzgerald asked Highway Commissioner Bill Goodman to discuss the amended budget for the Road District.  Commissioner Goodman pointed out the following increases in certain line items in the Road District’s proposed amended budget:  (on page 3 under the “Contractual Services” heading) from $50,000 to $80,000 for Road Maintenance and from $14,000 to $25,000 for Road Salt and (on page 3 under the “Commodities” heading) from $5,000 to $10,000 for Automotive/Fuel Oil.  Commissioner Goodman explained that $60,000 in additional monies from the Road Maintenance line item would be committed towards Phase II of this year’s road improvements.
Gale Strenger Wayne of Knollwood asked about the different and declining amounts spent on drainage projects over the three years shown on the public budget documents.  Commissioner Goodman explained that these figures were not in any way affected by the proposed changes to the budget but rather reflected the projects taking place at different times over the last few years and particularly the major project that had been undertaken on North Avenue two years ago with significant money coming from the Town Fund budget at that time. 
Following this discussion, a motion was made by Supervisor Fitzgerald and seconded by Trustee Sexton to approve the Amended Budget and Appropriations Ordinance for the General Road and Bridge Fund for Fiscal Year 2008-2009, which passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
6.
Consideration and Adoption of the Amended Town Fund Budget for Fiscal Year 2008-2009
Supervisor Fitzgerald presented the proposed amended Town Fund budget. He noted an increase in the line items for “Utilities’ from $7,000 to $15,000 under the “Contractual Services” heading under both “Administration” on page 2 and on page 5 relating to the Assessor’s budget, for a total budget for utilities of $30,000.  Supervisor Fitzgerald explained that this proposed increase is partially due to increase costs but also results from a delayed billing from the new building owner, such that an amount that would normally have been paid in the previous fiscal year had not been billed until this fiscal year. 

Supervisor Fitzgerald mentioned a restoration of the “Discretionary Expenses/SSA” (social service agency) line item on page 3 of the budget under “Special Services” to the originally budgeted amount of $120,000.  This amount had previously been reduced to $95,000 back in May, after the original budget had been adopted, in order for the Town Fund to contribute an extra $25,000, for a total of $245,000 at that time, for expenses for the Road District’s street maintenance program this year.

The amended Town Fund budget, Supervisor Fitzgerald explained, further provides (on page 3 under “Other Expenditures”) for an additional advance to the Road District of up to $155,000 for Phase II of this year’s road maintenance program, bringing the total budget for the fiscal year of monies from the Town Fund to the Road District to $400,000.  Supervisor Fitzgerald noted that this additional $155,000 would take the form of a loan from the Town Fund to the Road District with compound interest at 2.5 percent and with the loan to be repaid by February 2014.  Supervisor Fitzgerald also explained that the additional money for the Phase II road projects would first come from the $60,000 provided by the Road District before an amount of up to $155,000 from the Town Fund would be committed.  
Following this explanation, a motion was made by Trustee Sexton and seconded by Trustee Strenger to approve the Amended Budget and Appropriations Ordinance for the General Town Fund for Fiscal Year 2008-2009, which passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
7.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn the Public Hearing by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Senter-Evans, was approved on a voice vote at 6:31  p.m.. 
Attest

_______________________________

David N.  Barkhausen, Town Clerk

_______________

1   Minutes written from notes prepared by Larry Wick, Deputy Town Clerk, for August 21st Public Hearing of the Shields Township Board concerning amendments to the Town Fund and Road & Bridge District Budgets for Fiscal Year 2008-2009.
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