Minutes – Shields Township Board of Trustees



STATE OF ILLINOIS,
)
Lake County,
)
SS.




Town of Shields
)




   






THE TOWN BOARD OF SHIELDS TOWNSHIP met at the Shields Township Office for its regular monthly meeting on February 19, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.

PRESENT:   Charles Fitzgerald






Supervisor



                      David Barkhausen






Town Clerk



                      Peter Sexton






Town Trustee


                      Mona Strenger






Town Trustee


                      Ben Wagner






Town Trustee

Highway Commissioner Bill Goodman was also present.  Trustee Senter-Evans had another obligation that caused her to have to leave after the Public Hearing on the Township budgets that preceded the monthly Board meeting had ended and before the monthly Board meeting began
1. 
Meeting Called to Order

Supervisor Fitzgerald called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  

2.
Pledge of Allegiance



Supervisor Fitzgerald opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
Payment of Bills 
Town Fund Bills: A motion by Trustee Sexton, seconded by Trustee Strenger, to approve the payment of Town Fund expenses in the amount of $180,242.05 passed 4-0 on a roll call vote. 
Road & Bridge Bills:  A motion by Trustee Wagner, seconded by Trustee Sexton, to approve the payment of Road Fund expenses in the amount of $28,542.11 passed 4-0 on a roll call vote.

General Assistance Bills: A motion by Trustee Strenger, seconded by Trustee Sexton, to approve the payment of General Assistance expenses in the amount of $2,519.54 passed 4-0 on a roll call vote. 
4.
Consideration of Minutes from the Previous Town Board Meetings
A motion by Trustee Sexton, seconded by Trustee Wagner, to approve the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of the Shields Town Board held on January 15, 2009 and of the Special Board Meeting to consider the 2009-2010 Fiscal Year budgets of the General Town Fund and Road and Bridge Fund on February 3, 2009 was approved on a voice vote.

5.
Public Comments - None
6.
Old Business - None
7.
Highway Commissioner’s Report

Highway Commissioner Bill Goodman said he mostly covered everything during his comments at the Public Hearing on the Budget that had occurred as an official separate and special meeting at 6:00 p.m..  He said that there are about 40 tons of salt left in storage, and he is relieved that the fiscal year was coming to an end because the salt has been very expensive this year and he has been reluctant to buy more salt if he is not forced to do so.
8. Supervisor’s Report 
Supervisor Fitzgerald said he had a couple of things to clarify.  He said he had received a phone call from someone over the weekend saying that former Highway Commissioner, Dan Rogers, in the process of campaigning to regain his old position, had mischaracterized his relationship with Supervisor Fitzgerald by saying how well he, Mr. Rogers, had worked together with him.  Supervisor Fitzgerald asked that such a misrepresentation cease. 
Supervisor Fitzgerald also noted that the website of the FIRST Party’s group of candidates in the April township election erroneously states that the $120,000 in the line item for social services agencies can be spent at the sole discretion of the supervisor.  He noted that this is untrue and that the budget and the specific social service grants area all approved by a vote of the full Board of Trustees.
9.
Trustees’ Report 

Trustee Wagner said that at the December meeting, had he been able to be present, he would have voted “No” on the question of approving the property tax levy.

Trustee Wagner also said he may have been mistaken regarding the extent of the supervisor’s authority to make discretionary social service grants and may have thought it is greater than it really is. 

10.
Non-Agenda Items & Visitors - None
11.
Executive Session - None
12.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn by Trustee Strenger, seconded by Trustee Wagner, was approved on a voice vote at 7:20 p.m.. 
Attest

_______________________________

David N.  Barkhausen, Town Clerk
