Minutes – Shields Township Board of Trustees



STATE OF ILLINOIS,
)
Lake County,
)
SS.




Town of Shields
)




   






THE TOWN BOARD OF SHIELDS TOWNSHIP met at the Shields Township Office for its regular monthly meeting on June 18, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.

PRESENT:   Gale Strenger Wayne





Supervisor



                      David Barkhausen






Town Clerk


                      Lynn Baehr







Town Trustee


                      Laura Carney






Town Trustee


                      Mary Woodson






Town Trustee

Highway Commissioner Bill Goodman was also present.  Trustee Alan Adams was absent due to plans for his imminent move to take a new job in California.  
I. 
Meeting Called to Order

Supervisor Strenger Wayne called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.  

II.
Pledge of Allegiance



Supervisor Strenger Wayne opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

III.
Consideration of Minutes from the Previous Town Board Meetings
A motion by Trustee Woodson, seconded by Trustee Baehr to approve the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of the Shields Town Board held on May 21, 2009 passed unanimously on a voice vote.  The same trustees moved and seconded a separate motion to approve the minutes of the Special Town Board Meeting held on May 27th, which motion also passed unanimously.
IV.
Payment of Bills 
Town Fund Bills: A motion by Trustee Baehr, seconded by Trustee Woodson, to approve the payment of Town Fund expenses in the amount of $86,746.23 passed 4-0 on a roll call vote. 
Road & Bridge Bills:  A motion by Trustee Baehr, seconded by Trustee Woodson, to approve the payment of Road Fund expenses in the amount of $13,465.60 passed 4-0 on a roll call vote.

General Assistance Bills: A motion by Trustee Carney, seconded by Trustee Woodson, to approve the payment of General Assistance expenses in the amount of $1,152.34 passed 4-0 on a roll call vote.  
V.
Public Comments – Non-Agenda Items
County Board member Susan Gravenhorst covered several items of Lake County business.  She congratulated the new and re-elected officials.  She passed out bags containing several items of County government information.  These included a budget overview, a pamphlet explaining the property tax system, a highway and bike path map, and a Forest Preserve District newsletter. 
She mentioned the deliberations over the possibility of a Fort Sheridan golf course.  She said that rather than deciding on a type of golf course, the County Board has deferred a decision on whether to build a golf course at all.   She said there is increasing interest in having the property set aside for general recreational use.  A planning board has been established with representatives of the surrounding communities, and the County Board, and it also includes a representative from the U.S. Army.  They hope that a recommendation will be forthcoming in July.

The extension of the Skokie Valley bike path will open in August.  It has been delayed due to the difficulty of obtaining the right-of-way from the adjacent railroad.

She mentioned the following additional items: a local conference of Forest Preserve officials from around the country; current exhibits at the Lake County Museum and the availability of tours at the Adlai Stevenson home in Mettawa; the Civil War enactment of the Lakewood Forest Preserve in early July and Seniors Day later in the month; and the creation of a Water Resource Board,  a new county courthouse in Park City and a new facility in Libertyville for to obtain marriage licenses, birth certificates and similar services.

VI.
Old Business 
a.
Summer Youth Employment Program

Supervisor Strenger Wayne reported that financial support for the Summer Youth Employment Program from Lake County would significantly reduce the Township’s financial obligation for the program.  Six of the participants who had been approved by the Township meet the stringent financial qualification guidelines of the County Program, and one of the other participants is moving out of the area.  That leaves just three for whom the Township will be responsible, for an estimated expenditure of $3,800.  The program begins on Monday, June 22nd.
b.
The resignation of Trustee Alan Adams

Supervisor Strenger Wayne said she had expected a letter of resignation from Trustee Alan Adams in light of his imminent move to California, but she has not received it yet.  She said his resignation will be effective on August 1st.  She reported that letters have been received from five candidates for the position.  Township attorney, Richard Cowen, who has been consulted, has suggested that interviews with, and discussions about, the candidates could take place in an Executive Session, but that the vote on Trustee Adams’ replacement should occur in open session.  After a general discussion of the timing of this meeting, the Board agreed that it would take place in connection with the Board’s monthly meeting on July 16th and that the meeting would convene at 5:00 p.m. to provide the necessary time for interviews with, and a discussion about, the candidates in Executive Session before the vote, along with the consideration of other regular agenda items, in open session.  
VII.
New Business


a.
Approval of Prevailing Wage Ordinance
Supervisor Strenger Wayne noted that the statutory requirement of the adoption of a prevailing wage ordinance by local governments was explained at a recent training session for township officials.  It requires that certain contract laborers be paid at certain stipulated rates.  Trustee Carney moved and Trustee Woodson seconded the adoption of the ordinance, which passed 4-0 on a roll call vote.

b.
Phoenix Rising Township Foundation Fund
Supervisor Stenger Wayne mentioned that the Foundation was created by the Township in 2001 and was envisioned as a means to fund a particular project for North Chicago that has not come to pass. It has a current balance of about $4,500.  She said that its by-laws provide for a board consisting of the supervisor, one trustee, and a member at large.  Former Township trustee Larry Bridges has been the at-large member.  Office manager Arona Landsman mentioned that the funds have been used to purchase food for the Shields Township food pantry operation and that the Foundation has been the recipient of outside donations.  Trustee Baehr nominated Trustee Carey as the trustee board member, and she agreed to serve.  Supervisor Strenger Wayne suggested that Larry Bridges be asked to continue as the at-large member.  The trustees informally concurred with both appointments.
VIII.
Highway Commissioner’s Report

Highway Commissioner Bill Goodman mentioned storm sewer work at Birch and Smith, which he said is an extension of an earlier project.  Damaged trees on Muir Avenue have been removed, and a good deal of trimming has been required as the result of rapid brush growth with recent rains and cool weather.  Commissioner Goodman mentioned discussions with County Board member Gravenhorst about obtaining assistance with drainage projects from Lake County.  

IX.
Supervisor’s Report 
Supervisor Strenger Wayne reported on the following items:

Regarding drainage work in the Road District, State Senator Susan Garrett has secured inclusion of $50,000 for a grant for this purpose in the capital funding bill that is on Governor Quinn’s desk.  
Office hours have been expanded for the both the supervisor’s and assessor’s offices in that they will no longer be closed during lunch.  They are open from 8:30 to 4:30 on weekdays and the second Saturday of each month from 9 to noon.
There is an increased demand for public assistance of various kinds, and there are two new General Assistance recipients this month.  Emergency assistance is potential one-time assistance for such things as utilities, and there have been a number of requests for this form of aid.
In the interest of improved communications with the public, an updating of the Township website is important, and competitive bids have been requested for this purpose.

On Monday, August 3rd the Senior Resources Commission is holding a long-range planning meeting to which it has invited Shields Township board members along with municipal officials from Lake Forest and Lake Bluff.

Supervisor Strenger Wayne has just attended one educational session for township officials and will be in Rockford tomorrow for another one.  She again noted that there is a meeting for trustees on June 27th in Bloomington.
X.
Trustees’ Report 

Trustee Woodson expressed her appreciation for the information provided at the Board’s budget workshop that had taken place before this monthly board meeting.

XI.
Public Comments – Agenda Items 
Janice Schnobrich of Lake Bluff said that the Phoenix Rising Foundation began many years ago to help with rents for the needy and was initially funded with a state grant of $20,000.  She suggested a change in the name of the Foundation to something more straightforward, such as the Shields Township Foundation. 

XII.
Executive Session - None

XIII.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn by Trustee Baehr, seconded by Trustee Woodson, was approved at 7:15 p.m..
Attest

_______________________________

David N.  Barkhausen, Town Clerk
